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Panama, Jan. 27..Full particulars have
just been received from Valparaiso of the
ascent of Mount Aconcagua by Zurbriggen,
1he Swiss, who came as a guide to MountainClimber Fitzgerald in his attempt to
scale the highest peak in the Western
world.
Zurbriggen, It now appears, went ahead

of his employer, who, on account of some

slight indisposition, was unable to make the
complete ascent with the guide.
This extraordinarily interesting expedition

was watched with some jealousy by
the local officials, both of the Chilian
province of Aconcagua and the adjoining
Argentine department of Mandoza, each
side apparently suspecting that the pro-1
posed feat of mountain climbing had somethingto do with the boundary dispute betweenthe two republics. The feeling over
this question is still very bitter, and both
Chilians and Argentines art on the alert
to prevent each other, from gaining any advantage.
Another difficulty in the way was the

ppwei-fuf superstition of the natives, most
pf whom are of mixed blood, and largelyimbued with old Indian beliefs about the
tnysterjous mountain. One of these superstitionsis that "the spirit 'of fire" dwells
at the top and seizes any human beings
that some within his reach and plunges
them into a fiery lake. This is supposed by
the m<?re educated residents of the vicinity
to be a distorted legend of the remote
[> riod, when Aconcagua was a living volcano,and sent a stream of five to heaven
from the loftiest crater on the globe. On
account of this and other superstitions tlje
Ijftiorant natives hesitate to scale the great
mountain, and if night should overtake any
of them on its sides, they hasten to the'
Valleys.
Another reason Aconcas*ua is held in

firehd is that the condor, the great vulture
Of the Andes, makes its home on the lofty
crags of the mountains and has been fre-
guently Mown to attach children and even

men and women in the adjoining districts.
The condors are more numerous in the
vicinity of Aconcagua than in any other
part of South America, and, while they
chiefly feed on carrion, they have been
known, when carrion was scarce, to carry
off not only sheep and calves but human
befngs as prey.
©lily three months ago the child of a

herdsman living near the foot of the mountainwas borne away by a condor in full
view of the agonized parents. This pow- ,

erful and fet-ocious bird has also been /
known to attack lonely travellers. J

It-Is' said to have been a custom of /

a ti'ibe of Indians who in the old /

pagan times dwelt near the slopes J
of Aconcagua, to dispose of the old /
men of the tribe by taking them >

part way up the mountain and >*"
l>aving them there to die. A f \
ftormer explorer was reported j V
to have discovered a s p o t / v

about a mile up the mountain- rV.
Side where a number of ,

liuinan skeletons marked f
tfrc last resting place of ;
fho aged Indians thus I
left, to their fate. /
In view of these facts >

l* .to nnt «trnncre that !
Aconcagua has been /
avoided by the na- / ^
tivcs. whose ser- /*
viceis are almost

^

indispensable t o --" ^

any traveller In
that region.
Efforts were 7inde to deter Fitzgerald

from his undert ping, but the more he saw
of the mountal/ the more determined he
was to succe</. There are lofty peaks
all about It, but Aconcagua stands the
dominant figiy'e of the landscape, its somewhatdeprer/ed cap looking like n crown
amid the pointed mountain tops which
pierce the,sky below.
Notwitl /tanding the fact that the grandCurof l/e mountain is somewhat diminishedby the general elevation of that regiona1/>ve the sea, it is still the colossus

o( the continent, with its summit visible
from the . Chilian coast and overlooking
the Argentine Republic far toward the Attnntt,/M'ho om.imll canmnA flnV S~

sky, and Fitzgerald said he could easily
understand why the natives regarded it as

son; | liing apart from the world.
Tlj- explorers procured donkeys as well

ks natives at Man Felipe, and had
|nu'(la more confidence in the former than
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In the latter, for the donkeys could be i
trusted to And a footing where there was
any, while the bipeds were expected to J
clecond at the first sign of trouble. The |
procession started up the steep slopes,
Fitzgerald and Zurbriggen on donkeys, al- |
though the Swiss guide had at first ob- |
jected to what seemed'to him an undigni- i
tied method of climbing. :
The donkeys showed wonderful sagacity,

and picked their way along the crags and
up the slopes as steadily as if they were
on level ground, and Zurbriggen, who
started to climb on foot, concluded to/
trust himself again to the donkey.
The first day passed without serious n/vadventure,and the party camped on /the

mountain. The spectacle at night vj describedby them as one of uneq/alled
grandeur. The sky was of Scfcitherri/clearness.and The snowy crown of Ao/iicagua
seemed to reflect back the ligly of the
stars. The color effects were of extreme
beauty, and nature revelled i 'scenic and
Chromatic display. A stream j/shing down
a deep gorge in the mountAn side and
evidently fed by the snows/above added *
to the pioturesqueness of the spectacle, JT,
while the chilling and rryelled air warned
me iraveuers iuai ,iiiey mere approacnmg
a Climate very differeiy from that of the
fertile valleys below. *

J he
The second day's a/ranee was more dif-

flcult than the fiiy In passing along ^
a narrow ledge whi/ii barely afforded foot-

1

/ S3ing for a donkey, yie of the natives nearly pi.foil over the cliff. Had he fallen he would ^have been dashy to pieces on the rocks
many hundred pet below. The man sueceededin cato/ing the tail of a donkey,
ana t.ae sure-j/ otea animal not only main- f)jtained lfs owiI balaaice, but also supported ,

the man, wli / succeeded in steadying him- co
self and regt/.ning his foothold. bi
Nearly a!' the natives deserted during u

the day. flr/.ing their way hack to the vil- at
lages, and one of the deserters spread a ci
report the/ Fltzgeiald and Zurbriggen had th
perished ly falling over a cliff. This re- tit
port car/ed much anxiety, until it was it;contradi/ced by the safe return of the ex- se

plorers. th
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Another report brought, back by natives h
who had deserted the expedition was that u

they had found "the place of the dead," lr

where aged Indians had been left to perishin the olden times, and were afraid m

to proceed any further lest the Spirits of sj

the dead might destroy them. Another mis- tl
fortune' which attended the second day's p<
asceut was the loss of a donkey load of in
food, which slipped from the animal's a
back and rolled into an abyss. sc
Toward night on the second day the as- w

cent became more dangerous, the slopes m
moro difficult to snr.nount nnd the sTiopr r-1

sides of yawning chasms apparently more st
bottomless and terrible to behold. It
seemed impossible for the donkeys fox go gi
any further, and the remaining natives re- 2S
fused to proceed, while Mr. Fitzgerald, m
who had not been in the best of health, Zi
was in need of r^st and refreshment. 01
Sleep was almost impossible in the tl

camp that night, owing to the difficulty of gl
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oping warm, ana the water could not be
ated sufficiently to t-ook food. \

On the third day Zurbrlggeu proceeded 1

one. The Swiss guide had hardly be- f

n his ascent when he was met by an un- s

pecked peril. He was attacked by con- t

irs. Zurbriggen had seen the lammer- i

yet in the Alps, and knew that the Alpine 1

rd of prey sometimes carried off children, 1

t he had never known men to be attacked
r one. Two of these immense vultures <

sailed liiru so ferociously that he was i

mpelled to use his alpenstock to defend j

raself. The condors threw themselves t
on him, wiiirling about him overhead and i

tacked him with their talons in their ex- i

Lement. They evidently hoped to drive t

eir first human visitor from their narecrags, and but for Zurbriggen's agil- [
r and courage they would hgve done him 1
rious harm. He succeeded in beating \

em off, although for some time they (

The Second Day's Mai
overed at a distance, as if watching him
ntil he got beyond the range of their dolain.
Zurbriggen proceeded on toward the sumilt,at length reaching the line of eternal
io.w. Under that snow there was evidence
nit Aconcagua was, as has long been sup>sed,an extinct volcano. The depression
the summit indicate^! that there had been

enes of volcanic agitation and disruption
ere everywhere covered by the snowy
antle, and Znrbrlggen, although an expert
imjber, was unable to bring scientific
ndy to bear upon the scene before him.
This was the highest point the Alpine
tide had ever reached, Aconcagua being
>,910 feet above the sea. and therefore
ore than 8,000 higher than Mount Blanc,
urbriggen says that all Chili lay in a pan-
ama before him, and he thought that in
le far distance he eould almost catch a

impse of the ocean. 283 I
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The last two thousand feet of the ascent

vere very difficult, and Zurbriggen came

tear losing his footing several times and
slipping down the snow-clad slopes. The
snow, however, was hard, and he was able
o make his way over it and even up steep
iscents by digging into it with his heels,
md at times chopping steps to make a

ude stairway.
When at last he stood on the summit he

:ould scarcely belh ve that he was the
irsr to have rermhefl the noint. as the
iscent did not compare in difficulty with
hat of Mont Blanc. The air was so

arltied that he found breathing difficult,
ind he did not stay long, therefore, to
snjoy his triumph.
The descent jvas attended with more

>eril than .the ascent. Zurbriggen found it
larder to'keep from slipping than when he
vas on his way up, and for a considerable
listance he had to make sure of each step

rch Up the Steep Slop
before taking another. For almost twc
thousand feet down from the summit th<
descent was almost precipitous, and £

single false step would have cost the
adventuerer his life.
On a crag between the summit and th«

snow line Zurbricrgen saw the remains ol
a man who had undoubtedly perished ii
an attempt to reach the mountain top
Tile Swiss had no time to examine tht
bones and tattered remnants of clothing,
but his opinion was that the remains were
those of a native. It is known that several
Chilians have tried to scale the mountain,
and not all of them have been accounted
for.
Zurbrlggen says that the climate at the

summit is the coldest he ever experienced,
and that long delay there would have been
sure death for him. He had great difficulty
In keeping from being frozen, and was
afraid to stand still for any length of time
for fear of falling asleep. When he reached
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the camp below ho was almost exhausted,
and for some minutes was unable to
speak.
Great excitement prevailed in Valparaiso

011 receipt of tlie news that e highest
pinnacle of the Western world had at length
been scaled. At the same time considerable
regret was exjiressed that the achievement
had not been performed by a Chilian, insteadof by a professional mountain
climber from Europe.
There is talk of fitting out a Chilian expeditionto make a thorough exploration

of the mountain, and the Chilian Qovernmentis expected to take an interest in the
enterprise. The mountain lies within
Chili'an territory, and the "Yankees of
South America," as they are called, are
vr>rv ni'nnrl nf frhplr nnsenncinn nf tha Jr.f+i

est point of laud on the American contiinent.
Both Fitzgerald and Zurbriggen will, it is

es Along the Edge of \
) understood, be duly honored by the literary
ana screniinc societies ot naiiuago auu v«iiparaiso, and it is expected that similar

: honors will he extended to them in. Buenos
Ayres and other American cities,

i At San Felipe, the chief town of the
E Province of Aconcagua, the public officials,
i who at first gave little encouragement to

the expedition, gave a public reception to
; the explorers upon their return, while a

multitude of the more ignorant natives as>sembled to stare in admlrati'on at the man
who had climbed to the summit of the
mysterious mountain and come back alive.

.
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Julius Von Payer, the Famous German Explorer,Going to the South Pole to
Look for Them.

I have noticed with, interest the announceiment of the two American expeditions to
the South Pole, and, if they come to some-

icai Wildness at the

:an cqntep
ora'ing the Sur

M ~l A
/TOIL HUUNUdO
CM, Where the
of Man Never

fore liasTro
thing, expect to meet Dr. Frederick A.
Cook and Professors Cope and Heilprin
somewhere in the neighborhood of the
Antarctic a year or two years, or perhaps
three years, from now, for the South Polar
expedition of the Berlin Geographical So-
ciety, of which I am going to head, is assumingshape, and part of the money has
been secured.

If for some reason or other we do not

^nccoed In launching the scheme just yet,
X shall revisit Franz Jcsef Land in the
Simmer, Mr. Harmsworth having placed
hh\ ship at my disposal that I might pay a

vis\ to the Jackson expedition. Of course,
I am mors than anxious to go to the South
Pole yhis Summer or Fall.
We Ynow very little of the South Pole,

but we do know that there Is no land
along t\e meridians there, while Arctic
explorers hunting for the North Pole are

almost siVe to meet land. If North Pole
hunters loV their ship, .they may take to
the boats o\ sleighs. A South Pole expedition,sufferii \ the loss of its ship, is almost
sure to perisX
Thp "Rorltn rVMr»«i I ernontc

to fit out two 'vessels, which will travel
In close proximlK- to each other, so that
In case of wreck \ r other misfortune the
crew of one vess\l may be transferred
to the other.
For the reasons gi\\n and othei-s I considera South Pole i\pedition far more

dangerous than one to the northern extremityof the globe, \it at the same

time I think its perils fyly compensated
for by the promise of ep<\b xiaking discoveries.',
The South Pole is tne reg.1^ 1 of mystery.

What we know of the distribution of land
and water there amounts to very little.
Meteorology, geography, geoh l y and zoologyv. ill be unraeasuredly enrihed by sci-|
entinc observations In those i arts. \V e

must take soundings, we must nperate the
latest trawls to explore the greatest possibledepths of the sea. That t\i be done
now to the extent of 14.000 fei\ There
are a thousand and one probleYs to be
solved. Do you know that the \outhern

rawning Chasms.
Ice has never been scientifically examined
as to its structure and movement? The
result of such examination alone would
justify the sending out of a great expedition.
Former explorers in those parts hare

seen land at widely separated points, others
report a continuous barrier of icebergs lyingalong the coast of an Antarctic continent.These discoveries, or alleged dis-
covenes, uiusL ue invesugaieu; mey can

loudly for corroboration or denial.
I have had wide experience in the explorationof unknown seas and lands and hope

that by familiarity with the dangers of this
gigantic undertaking I may succeed in
pushing it to a quicker issue than others
less fortunate. My first northern expeditionstarted twenty-seven years ago, when
1 explored the interior of Greenland and
its great mountains. Two years later I
was commissioned to ascertain if an open
sea existed east of Spitzbergen, between
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Europe and America. We were imprisoned
hi- iiu OolXle r.am. Va-o '/nmlilo o n A ohnn.

doned our ship, landing at unknown islands
which we called Franz Joseph Land. To
the- north of Nova Zembia we found an open
ocean in which navigation was only impededby very liglu and scattered ice. I
think I found the entrance of the best, if
not the only, water passage to the neighborhoodof the pole on that occasion.
Experience is one of the chief requisites

of the traveller in polar waters, and 1
think I have had plenty of it aside from
those just mentioned. During my several
long journeys I had no less than 133 scrapes
with ice bears on the ship, in the sleigh and
while mating observations on shore. I
have noticed they are especially fond ol
astronomers. Two of these scientists who
accompanied the Germania expeditionProfessorBorger and Professor Koopeland.Irescued from being eaten by ice
bears. Both are alive to-day to tell the
story.
Drifting promises success only under extraordinaryand unusual circumstances. 1

would never permit an expedition headed
by myself to be enclosed in ice if I oould
help it. By drifting an expedition may be
taken to regions it wants to avoid. It may
have to return without having gained any
scientific result whatever.
As to the question what I expect to find

at the South Pole or in its neighborhood, n<i

definite answer can be given. Whether w«
will come across a land o.f promise, of sunshineand flowers and birds, who knows 1
Though I cannot bring myself to accept
the story of Captain Syms's delightful
Utopia that tells of gardens of Eden at th«
South and North poles, yet I ask if evidencesof life and evolution have been
iouiiu to exist m near proximity to th«
North Pdle. why not at the South Pole?
The Scandinavian explorer 'Borchgrevink

Is of opinion that the islands of a continentin the neighborhood of the North Pols
are inhabited by human beings. Why
should we not hope to discover a new race
of man at the southern extremity of the
globe?

I now proceed to answer a question put
to me direct by the New York Journal,
namely: Whether or not I have said at
any time, or to anybody, that the South
Pole is inhabited. My answer is: I have
not said that there are humjn beinga at
the South Pole, but have intimated thdLpossibility that human beings may be

A found there. These human beings, if
\ they do exist, would certainly afford
CiS, a most interesting study. Their develAopment, progress and achievements

,t vuiu wufjujc OAAC CUIiUBlLJ <J1 an,{. and would at once become tbe s_b4ject of investigation by scientists
^

* She world over.
\ The discoverer cf the South
\ Pole would be & great man, indeed,but he who finds a new
\ race of man would be greater,
^ and it seems to me that

CF"""
% Americans are especially Interestedin such a possibllity,for the Antarcti«

hemisphere was certainly
jSft, \ at one time connected

^*1.- with South America, ae
* ""*1 well as with Australia

y
\ and Africa.

SU£jSVON PATER.
Vienna, Jan. IS,
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WINE IN PAPER.

1. ~ « \ s.llt. <», lie* h
A isuDstitute tor taiass yspeuum/

the Wine CellarsVf Ocean
SteamshipX

The biggest Item of IncVental loss In
ocean traffic during the stoi\ y seasons ol
the year Is that of breakages in the wine,
liquor and beer rooms. No vatter how

Becurely the bottles are fixed i\ the bins,
a particularly heavy sea strilrlniX the ship
In a certain spot or continued roying and

pitching, will cause great losses i\ costly
fluids that were never Intended to wash
the floor or the walls. A French f»m Is
«r/\in <r +, » rl r-v n n'O X* with thle silri-Hmn tl<niY>a

of annoyance and complaint. After \ean
of experimenting it has succeeded in \ >an.
ufacturing a paper bottle which will noi
break, and which has all the advant.k?es
of the ordinary glass bottle. There is li\;tl«
doubt that next Summer's tourists will bt
served with beverages in paper bottles.

ins»


